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We report on initial stages of the pilot phase of our Australian Research Council funded project: 
Talking Maths: Bridging the gap through talk in Early Years mathematics. The study aims to address 
the gap in mathematical performance in Australia in relation to socioeconomic status (SES) by 
focusing on language and learning in mathematics. We report on our early work with teachers in 
designing and evaluating an intervention intended to support students win engaging in productive 
talk in small group work. 

We will share some initial analysis of student talk based on students’ linguistic choices when 
engaging in mathematical tasks with their peers and in levels of communication during individual 
interviews with researchers. Our early analysis suggests a wide range of language and literacy skills 
and we consider the implications for young students’ access to the discourse in mathematics 
classrooms, including responding to questions such as why and how. 

Initial reflections by teachers on their professional development, based on Clarke and 
Hollingsworth’s (2002) interconnected model will be explored, alongside task design. We will also 
share methodological experiences of using the Cambridge Dialogue Analysis Scheme for teacher-
student classroom discourse (Hennessy et al., 2020). 
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